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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, 0 C 20463 

Neil Reiff, Esq. 
Sandler, Reiff and Young, P.C. 
50 E St. SE 
Washington, DC 20003 

NOV - 6 2007 

RE: MUR5916 
Colorado Democratic Party 

Dear Mr. Reiff 

On October 18,2007, the Federal Election Commission accepted the signed concdiation 
agreement and civil penalty submitted on your client's behalf in settlement of a violation of 
2 U.S.C. § 434(b), a provision of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the 
Act"). Accordingly, the file has been closed in this matter. 

Documents related to the case will be placed on the public record within 30 days. See 
Statement of Poky Regarding Disclosure of Cfosed Enforcement and Related Files, 68 Fed. 
Reg. 70,426 (Dec. 18,2003). Information derived in connection with any conciliation attempt 
will not become public without the written consent of the respondent and the Comssion. See 
2 U.S.C. 8 437g(a)(4)(B). 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the fully executed conciliation agreement for your €iiles. 
Pkase note that the first payment for the crvif penalty, pursuant to the agreement, is due within 
60 days of the conciliation agreement's effective date. If you have any questions, please contact 
me at (202) 694-1650, 

Attorney 

Enclosure 
Conch ation Agreement 
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This matter was initiated by the Federal Election Commission (“Commission”), pursuant 

to information ascertained in the normal course of carrying out Its supcrvisory responsibilities 

The Commission found reason to believe that the Colorado Democratic Party and Mark 

Ferrandmo, i n  his oficial capacity as treasurer (“Respondents”), violated 2 U.S.C. 5 434(b) 

NOW, THEREFORE. the Cormiiission aiid Rcspondcrits, having participated in informal 

methods of concihation, prior to a finding of probablecause to believc, do hereby agrce as 

followsm 

I The Conimission has jurisdiction over Respondents and the subject matter of h s  

procccding, and this agreement has the effect of an agreement entered pursuant to 2 U S C 

II Respondents have had a reasonable oppoitunity to demonstrate that .no action should 

be taken in this matter. 

111 Respondents enter voluntanly. into this agrecmeiit with the Co~nmission 

IV. The pertinent facts in this matter arc as follows: 

1. The Colorado Democratic Party is the state committee ofthe Democratic Party in 

Colorado, within thc meaning of 2 U.S.C. (j 43 l (  15). 
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2 Mark Ferrandmo IS the treasurer of the Colorado Democratic Party 

3 The treasurer of a political committee must filc reports o f  all receipts and 

disbursements in accordance with the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. 

2 U.S.C. 5 434(a)(l). A committee filing on a quarterly scliedule, in a calendar year in which a 

regularly scheduled general election is held, shall file reports no later thawthe 15'" day aAer the 

last day of each calendar quarter and shall also file ape-clectioii report no later than the 121h day 

before such election 2 U.S.C 4 434(a)(4)(A). Such reports shall disclose the total amount of all 

receipts and disbursements for that reporting period a id  calendar year. 2'U.S.C. $&434(b)(2) 

and (4). 

4 On July 30,2004, Respoiiderits filed an original 2003 Mid-Year Disclosure Report, as 

requircd by 2 U.S.C. 4 434(a)(4)(A)(iv). Respondents filed amendments to that report on 

January 28,2004 and June 26,2004, disclosing an additional $97,027.25 in receipts and an 

additional $226,673.73 in disbursements. 

5.  On October 21,2004, Respondents filed an original 2004 Oclobcr Monthly Disclosure 

Report, as required by 2 U.S.C. 0 434(a)(4)(B). Respondents filed amendments to that rcport on 

August 7,2005, disclosing an additional $360,3 16.00 in receipts. 

6. 0 1 1  October 22, Respondents filed an original 2004 Pre-General Election Disclosure 

Report, as required by 2 U.S C 6 434(a)(4)(A)(ri). Respondents filed amendments to that report 

OA December 3,2004, February 28,2005, April 29,2005, August 8,2005, and October 28,2005, 

disclosing an additional $2 1 1,668.7 1 in receipts and ai ad.ditional$737,585:15 in disbursements 

7. On December 3,2004, Respondents filed an original 2004 Post-Gencral Election 
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Disclosure Report, as required by 2 U.S.C. 9 434(a)(4)(A)(rii), Respondents filed amendments 

to that report on March 3,2005, April 6,2005, April 29,2005, July 19,2005, September 2,2005, 

and October 28,2005, disclosing an additional $575,2 13.38 in disbursements 

8. On January 30,2004, Respondents filed an original.2003 Yeq-End Report, as 

required by 2 U S C  5 434(a)(4)(A)(iw), and amended that report 011 July 9,2004 Rcspon~deiits 

reported that its ending cash-on-hand balance was $99,994.64. On April € 5,2004, Rcsporidents 

filed an original 2004 April.Quarterly Disclosure Report, as required by 2 U Sic. 

§434(a)(3)(A)(ii), and amended that report on July 9,2004. Resrjondents reported that its 

beginning cash-on-hand balance wits $30,526.67. There is a discrepancy between the reported 

cash-on-liand totaling $'69,67 1.7 1. Despite amendments to the 2004 April Quarterly Disclosure 

Report filed on November 10,2004, February 16,2005, and July 15,2005, Respondents have 

corrected the discrepancy In the reported cash-on-hand. 

9 TheCommitt'ee contends that the errors and oinissions in disclosurc reports filed with 

the Commission were not intentional Further, the Committee has taken stcps to ensure that such 

errors and omissions do not occur again by retaining a compliance company with significant 

experience in party financial compliance. 

V. 1. The Colorado Dcmocratic Party and Mark Ferrandino, i n h s  official capacity as 

treasurer, failed to report $325,700.98 m receipts and disbursements in the original 2003 Mid- 

Year Disclosure Report; $360,3 16.00 In rccapts !n the original 20.04 Octobcr Monthly 

Disclosure Report; S949,253,86 in receipts and disbursements in thc origi1xik.2004 Prc-General 

Election DiscIosure Report; and S575,213.38 in receipts in the original 2004 Post-General 

E LEC t ion Disc 1 osure Rcpo rt 

2 The Colorado ,Democratic Patty and Mark Fcrrandirio, in his officral capacity 
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as treasurer, failed to accurately report the cash-oni'hand balances in the original 2003 Year-End 

Disclosure Report and 2004 April Quarterly Disclosure Report, leaving a discrepancy of 

$69,67 1 71. 

VI Respondents wi41 cease and desist from violating 2 U.S C 9 434(b). 

VTI. Respondents will pay a civil penalty to the FederalZlection Commission in the 

amount of Forty Five Thousand 'Dollars ($45,000), piirsuant to 2 U.S.C. §.437g(a)(S)(A). The 

civil penalty will be paid as follows: 

1. A payment of Eleven Thousand Dollars(9 1,000) is due no more than sixty 

(60) days from the date th.is Agrecment beconies effective; 

2. Thereafter, five consecutive monthly installment payments of Six Thousand 

Eight Hundred Dollars (S6,800) shall be paid wi'lhin thirty (30) days of the preuous installment, 

and 

3. I n  the event that any Installment payment IS riot received by the Commission 

by the fifth day a . f k  it becomes due, the Cornmission may, at its discretioii,l accelerate the 

remaining payments and cause the entire gimount; to. become due.upon ten days written notice to 

the Respondents. Failure by lhc Com~nission to acccleratc the paymcnts with regard to any 

overdue installment shall iiot be constnied as a waiver of its right to do so with regard to fitrthcr 

overdue installments. 

VIII, The Commission, on request of anyonc filing a complaint under 2 U.S.C. 

3 437g(a)(l) concerning the matters ut issue-hcrein or on its dwn motion, may revicw compliance 

with this agreenlent. If the Commission believes that this qgeement or, any requirement thereof 
t 

has been violated, it'may-institute a civil action for relief in the United States District Court for 

the District of Columbia. 
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IX. This agreement shall become cffcctivc as o f  the date that all. parties hereto have 

executed same and tho Coin.missior), has approved- the entire agreement. 

X Except as provided in Section VU of this ageenlent, Respondent shall have no more 

than 30 days from the date this agreement becomes effective to comply with ahd implement the 

requirements contained in this agreement aid to so notify theCoinmission. 

XI. This Conciliation Agreement constitutes thc entire agreerncnt between the parties on 

thc matters raised herein, and noathcr statement, promise, or agrcerncnt, either writtcii or oral, 

made by eitller party or by agents o f  cithcr party, that 1s not contained inb this wtlttcn agrecrnent 

shall be enforceablc. 

FOR THE COMMISSION: 

Thomasenia P Duncan 
g b h q  General Counsel 

BY: 
Date 

Aemg Associate General Counsel 
for Enforcement 


